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Important Term Dates 

Term A.........................................5/08 

Term B .........................................6/05 

Term C ……………………………………. 7/03 

Term D………………………………………7/31 
 

Holidays 

Memorial Day  .............................5/29 

Independence Day…………………….7/04 

Labor Day………………………………….9/04 

 

 

In this issue: 
+ A note from Dr. Morgan 

+ What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota?     

+ KU Sarasota Seahawks in the Community                               

+ Sarasota Seahawk Graduate Spotlight 

+ Keiser University License Plates 

  

 SUMMER 2023 

Fun Fact: 

Keiser University Sarasota’s Esports Valorant team 
went undefeated in the 2023 season and are the  

Champions of the East 7 Conference.  
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“Thank you 

for being the 

main ingre-

dient in the 

FUN we get 

to have here 

at KU.” 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to our 2022-23 graduates!  We are 
so looking forward to celebrating you on Friday, May 
12th at Bayside Community Church.  This is one of our 
favorite events of the year.  If you are interested in vol-
unteering to assist with graduation this year, please see 
either Jennifer or Emily in Student Services.  It is bound 
to be a great night! 
 
Looking ahead, I am pleased to announce that Keiser 
University Sarasota will be hosting its first annual Inter-
active Dinner Fundraiser.  This is a great opportunity to 
interact with local community leaders and supporters 
of Higher Education for our students.  Again, we will be 
looking to involve students in this event, so if you are 
interested in participating, please see Jennifer & Emily 
in Student Services and we will be happy to put you to 
work as we get closer to the date in October. 
 
Thank you for being the main ingredient in the FUN we 
get to have here at KU.  We know you all work hard, so 
we’ll be happy to help you play hard too. 
 
All the best, 
 

Michele I. Morgan, DBA 
President/Associate Vice Chancellor 

“CONGRATULATIONS to our 
 2022-23 graduates! ” 

A Note From Dr. Morgan 
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Summer is HERE and we are ready at KU!  We have embraced 
the Florida sun and have packaged it with a whole lotta KU 
fun! 
 
We started a bit early with our Spring It On event that our Stu-
dent Services department put on for all of us.  What a fun 
time to see everyone enjoying the weather, the pizza, the lawn 
games, and most of all the baby animals that were shared 
with us.  We so enjoy seeing our students engaged on campus 
with fun events; taking the opportunity to step away, if only 
for a few moments, from the academic rigor in the class-
rooms.  Be on the lookout for more fun events this summer 
semester, starting with our Graduation Ceremony. 
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“Spring It On” 2023 

Student Appreciation Event 

What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota? 
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Keiser University Sarasota held “Spring It On (2.0)” on Tuesday, April 
4th. This Spring themed event included a petting zoo, MLB Tampa Bay 

Rays mascot appearances, giveaways, food, face painting, a photo 
booth, yard games, music, and more! 

 

Students and staff had a great time petting baby goats, taking photos, 
playing games, and socializing on a beautiful sunny day! 
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 What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota? 
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“Spring It On” 
Student Appreciation Event 
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Law Enforcement Operations 

Guest Speakers 

What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota? 

5 5 

KU Sarasota Law Enforcement Operations students had the oppor-
tunity to meet Detectives Derek Pollock and Jon Kruse and their 

amazingly talented (and cute) detection dogs in February.  
Detectives Pollock and Kruse spoke to LEO students about their law 

enforcement experiences 
with the canines, training 

involved, how the dogs de-
tect different smells, and 

more. The dogs then 
demonstrated how they 

sniff out specific smells by 
finding pieces of cloth hid-
den by the detectives that 

had the very distinct 
scents. It was such a great 

presentation! 
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Oneblood Blood Drive 

What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota? 

6 6 

KU Sarasota partnered with OneBlood to hold a blood donation 
drive on campus in March. Over 15 students, staff and faculty mem-

bers donated to help save lives in our community!  
 

“We are pleased to share with you that the recent blood 
drive resulted in 15 units of blood. Remember, each donation 

can save up to three lives so that means 45 patients could 
benefit from the lifesaving efforts of blood donors at Keiser 

University.” 
     ~Oneblood 
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 What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota? 

The Center for Culinary Arts 

Our amazingly talented culinary students 
have been working hard in the classroom 

this year by creating some delicious dishes.  

Katrina making sweet things 
happen at The Center for 

Culinary Arts!  
Students prepared beautiful pastries in Chef 

Timke’s Pastries and Desserts class. 

Caprese skewers 
make a great  

appetizer! 
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ESPORTS 

What’s Been Happening at KU Sarasota? 

8 8 

Congratulations to our Esports winners! 
After a massive 2-0 game score, (Game 1: 13-8) & (Game 2: 13-1), the KU Sar-

asota Valorant team are the Champions of the EAST 7 CONFERENCE.  
Undefeated the entire season!   

Congratulations to the Overwatch team as well! They fought a tough series 
against Concordia and ended the series 2-3 in a nail biting final round loss. 
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Career Fair at SMA 
Sarasota Seahawks in the Community 

9 9 

KU Sarasota faculty and staff participated in Sarasota Military  
Academy's first ever Career Fair in April. 

Representatives from Nursing, Culinary Arts, and Esports had 
the opportunity to speak with several high school students 

about programs offered at Keiser Sarasota.  
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 Sarasota Seahawk Graduate Spotlight 

Chelsea Rodriguez  
Associate of Science in Radiologic Technology 

“Keiser has supported me through every 
step to become a RT. Student Services was 
the best! Emily and Jen walked me through 
anything that needed to be done for forms, 
gave me the opportunity to be involved in 
SGA, school activities, and so forth. Any-
thing I needed, I knew I could count on 

them to find what I needed or point me in 
the right direction. The Financial Aid de-
partment helped with explaining the cost 
of school, money I was receiving back and 
any financial issues that I came across dur-
ing school. The RT instructors were always 

willing to help. They pushed me to want 
more and do more...that through hard 

work and dedication I could achieve what I 
wanted. The Library staff were always ready to lend a hand. Every time I 
walked in to the library, Mrs. Abby always eagerly asked if I needed any 

help with my research. She was always informative and detailed. The one 
who got me started in it all was my admissions rep, Meshach. I spoke to 

Meshach about two or three times before I finally decided to enroll in the 
RT program. He got me through 
enrollment process and into the 

program. He was there every step 
of the way. I will never forget  

Meshach for assisting me with 
starting the beginning of my  

career when I did.” 
Chelsea Rodriguez  

Associate of Science in Radiologic 
Technology 
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 Sarasota Seahawk Graduate Spotlight 

Ayanna Helms 
Associate of Science in Medical Assisting, Class of 2022 

Keiser University Sarasota graduate 
Ayanna Helms earned her Associate of 
Science in Medical Assisting in 2022. 
She credits faculty member Nancy  

Peterhansen with instilling in her the 
confidence to successfully carry out 
her role as a medical assistant with 

Florida Cancer Specialists & Research 
Institute.  

 
“I honestly love my job so much! I've 
learned so much from my studies at 

Keiser University and my teacher, Mrs. 
Nancy Peterhansen. I'm so confident in 
my skills and what I do. Oncology is so 

complex yet so fascinating to me. I 
give a lot of injections, phlebotomies, 
draw blood, room patients, and help 
with reports. It's nice because I can 

switch it up. I was asked to train a new hire from the Englewood office on 
the different shots we give and the parameters. I also vaccinated all of my 
co-workers for the flu. My boss and co-workers are wonderful teammates. 

It feels like a big family. After work we meet up and we play pickle ball 
once a week. I am just thankful that I have gotten to join this team in an 

area of concentration that I am passionate about. Thank you for going out 
of your way and finding this office for me because I really couldn't be 

happier! I appreciate it so much.” 
Ayanna Helms 

Florida Cancer Specialist, Medical Assistant  
Associate of Science in Medical Assisting, Class of 2022 
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 Keiser University License Plates 

You and KU, Going 

Places Together 
 

There are two ways to 
Purchase your new 
Keiser University  
Specialty License 

Plate! 

What is the cost break-
down at your local tax office:  

• $30 Specialty plate fee ($25 of 
which goes to Keiser Mills Foundation 

to support student scholarships) 
• $28 One-Time plate replacement fee 
(if within 3 months of your birthday) 

*Replacement fee is $39.85 if not 
within 3 months of your birthday. 

• + Approximate $11.00 state taxes 
and fees 

 

You can purchase through the In-
dian River Tax Collectors (IRTC) 
Office, KU students and employ-

ees, who are also Florida resi-
dents, will be able to sign up re-

motely anywhere in Florida for a 
the KU license plate at your con-

venience by going to 
www.keiseruniversity.edu/

license-plate-form 
 

When accessing the link, the individu-
al will fill out a premade form with 

their name, zip, phone, and e-mail. A 
representative will then call back 

that individual to acquire payment 
information over the phone. 

 

 

FAQ: 
What will the specialty plate fee be used for?  

All funds benefit the Keiser Mills Foundation and will be 
used to support scholarships for students. The purpose of 
the Foundation is to provide scholarships to domestic and 

international students seeking to broaden and advance 
their education, community service, and leadership skills 
through study and work experiences in the United States 

and internationally. 
 

Can I keep the same plate number or customize it?  
The FLDOT has stated that individuals may keep the plate 
number they currently have (if it's 5 characters or less) or 

create a custom plate number. 
 

Can I keep my handicap license plate?  
No. The FLDOT has stated that specialty plates cannot 

have the handicap logo. 
 

What do I need to have in order to get a KU plate?  
The owner of the vehicle will need to have a valid driver’s 
license, up to date registration, and a completed “Revenue 

Collection Division Affidavit.” 
 

Will I get a new registration sticker for my plate? 
Yes, a new sticker will come with your new KU license 

plate. 

http://www.keiseruniversity.edu/license-plate-form
http://www.keiseruniversity.edu/license-plate-form

