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Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi and Cabinet Members Induct Keiser University Co-founder Evelyn Keiser into Florida Women’s Hall of Fame
Arthur Keiser, Ph.D. and Belinda Keiser, on behalf of students, faculty, staff and alumni, celebrate the announcement 
Fort Lauderdale/Tallahassee, FL.–Mar. 25—On March 24, Governor Rick Scott and Attorney General Pam Bondi inducted Evelyn Cahn Keiser, Charlotte Edwards Maguire, M.D., and Mary Lee Farrior into the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame. Governor Scott chose these three individuals from a group of ten distinguished finalists selected by the Florida Commission on the Status of Women.  They were nominated for their dedication to making significant improvements in the lives of women and all citizens of Florida.

The Honorable Pam Bondi, Attorney General for the state of Florida, extraordinarily accomplished herself serving as Florida’s first female attorney general, highlighted the ceremony by sharing heartfelt, meaningful stories of the trailblazing work of the inductees.
 
Governor Scott said, “For their significant contributions to the state of Florida, I am pleased to induct three female leaders into the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame. The work of these three women to improve education, provide health treatment, create jobs and help those less fortunate has made our state a better place to live and is a reason why Florida is known for our spirit of innovation.”
 
Keiser, 91, of Ft. Lauderdale, is the co-founder and Chairwoman Emeritus of Keiser University. Regionally accredited, Keiser University is Florida’s second largest independent university. Evelyn Keiser is a pioneer in higher education holding the positions of co-founder, instructor, program director, and chairman of the Board of Advisors. She received her bachelor’s degree from Temple University, and in 2004 she was awarded an honorary doctorate from Beijing University.  

Just last week, after nearly 40 years since Dr. Keiser’s and Evelyn Keiser’s co-founding of Keiser University, service to students, families, and the state of Florida, they proudly announced achievement of their family’s long-term vision to open a residential campus in West Palm Beach.  The Northwood University West Palm Beach campus will become Keiser University after July 1, 2015. 

In her Hall of Fame acceptance speech, Ms. Evelyn Keiser reflected on hers and Dr. Keiser’s starting point--a small school in Oakland Park, Florida, their first student, and a dream.  After stating she was honored and overwhelmed to be in the company of such distinguished honorees, Ms. Keiser thanked Governor Scott and Ms. Bondi.  

Next, she said, “I could not have done this without Dr. Keiser (Chancellor) and Belinda Keiser (Vice Chancellor).  Together we have grown Keiser University into a truly global university and for its students’ achievements in academics, community service, and leadership, I will be forever proud.”  

As she stood before the crowd, she humbly declared that hers and Dr. Keiser’s dream could only have become a reality in America. 

Joining prior inductees such as civil rights leader Mary Bethune, musician Gloria Estefan and South Florida businesswoman, known as the “Mother of Miami, Julia Tuttle, Keiser’s name and photo will be displayed in the lobby of the state Capitol building eternally. 

Keiser University student news editor and Independent College and Universities of Florida (ICUF) Presidential Fellow, Kayla Bianchi said, “Ms. Keiser, we thank you for giving us a chance to also make our dreams come true.”

About Keiser University: Keiser University is a private, not-for-profit university serving nearly 20,000 students pursuing doctoral through associate degrees on 17 campuses, online and internationally, employing 3,500 staff and faculty.  Keiser University holds Level VI accreditation signifying recognition of its expanded doctoral degree offerings.
Sixty-two percent of KU students graduate in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) and healthcare fields, providing the talented workforce necessary for Florida to compete globally. Over 20 percent of Keiser University students are members of the armed services, veterans, or military family members.
Keiser University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award certificates and degrees at the associate, baccalaureate, masters, and doctoral levels. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Keiser University.
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Attorney General Pam Bondi (featured right) inducts Ms. Evelyn Keiser into the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame, CFO Jeff Atwater on left.
LtoR:  Florida’s Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater, Ms. Evelyn Keiser, Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi
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