
 

 

Evaluating Online Sources 

Online sources can be difficult to assess for credibility. As you conduct your research, consider 

the following issues: bias, relevance, site domain, publication date, etc.  

Some general rules of thumb:  

1. Avoid nameless blogs, disreputable websites, dated articles, and articles with authorial 

bias.  

2. Use .org, .edu, and .gov sites, peer reviewed journal articles, academic textbooks, and 

primary sources. 

Example:  

Imagine you are writing an essay about the Graduate Record Examination (GRE). Your paper 

examines how effective the GRE is in assessing academic aptitude in prospective students.  

As you research, you may come across a variety of sources. 

Be wary of these types of sources:  

1. Disreputable Websites 

 

Disreputable websites are usually commercial sites (.com) that are not well-recognized. These 

sites are not reviewed by experts and may likely be based on opinion rather than reliable sources. 

If you find citations throughout their article, you may follow the source to check the data and use 

that source instead if it is more reputable. 



 

2. Nameless Blogs and Forums 

  

Nameless blogs and forums are sites such as tumblr, reddit, or quora with open format posts and 

question-and-answer formats. Many of these sites, even if they are created by established experts 

in the field, publish opinions without citations.   

3. Dated Articles 

 

You may find a source that seems otherwise reputable, but the publication date is over five years 

old. Be wary of older sources, as they run the risk of communicating outdated methods, sources, 

and theories.   

 

 

 



4. Articles with Authorial Bias  

 

Even if you find a reputable source, always consider the stance of the author. In this example, the 

article seems credible because it is published on the ETS website, an organization with an 

established reputation, and it has a .org domain. However, the ETS profits from the GRE, and the 

title “If You’re Not Using GRE Analytical Writing, You Might be Missing Out” suggests that 

they may have an ulterior motive in promoting the GRE. Critically consider each source for 

authorial bias and if you find bias, while you may still decide to use it in your paper, be sure to 

acknowledge and be wary of bias.  

 

Look for these types of sources, but still be wary of authorial bias and publication dates: 

1. Peer-Reviewed Articles  

 

Peer-reviewed articles are reliable sources because they have been reviewed and verified by 

experts in the field. 

  



 

2. .Edu, .org, .gov, or other non-commercial sites.  

 

 

Sites with domains like .edu, .org, .gov are usually more credible because they are tied to 

reputable organizations.  

3. Academic Books 

 

Academic books are usually reliable sources because they have been written by experts in the 

field and, since they are academically published, their sources have been verified for credibility. 

 

  



 

4. Primary Sources  

 

Primary sources, like speeches from experts in the field, can also be credible sources. 

 


