
	

	

	

	

 

 
Integrating Quotes 

If you are directly quoting from a source, you will need to include the author, year of publication, 
and the page or paragraph number for the reference (preceded by "p." for page or “para.” for 
paragraph). Introduce the quotation with a signal phrase. For an easy signal phrase, you can use 
ones like these that include the author's last name followed by the date of publication in 
parentheses: 
 
 

According to Jones (1998), "Students often had difficulty using APA style, especially 
when it was their first time" (p. 199).  
 
Jones (1998) states, "students often had difficulty using APA style" (p. 199). 

 
 
If you decide not to include the author in your signal phrase, place the author's last name, the 
year of publication, and the page number in parentheses after the quotation. 
 
 

She explains that "students often had difficulty using APA style" (Jones, 1998, p. 
199), but she did not offer an explanation as to why. 

 

There are many verbs you can use in your signal phrases. Some of these verbs or action words 
include the following: 
 
accepts  
accounts for  
acknowledg
es  
addresses  
adds  
admits  
advises  

affirms  
agrees  
alleges  
allows  
analyzes  
answers  
argues  
asks  

asserts  
assumes  
believes  
categorizes  
challenges  
charges  
cites  
claims  

comments  
compares  
complains  
concedes  
concludes  
concurs  
confesses  
confirms  

considers  
contends  
criticizes 
deals with  
decides  
declares 
defines  
denies  



	

	

describes  
disagrees  
discusses  
disputes  
emphasizes  
endorses  
explains  
expresses  
finds  
grants  

hypothesizes  
illustrates  
implies  
indicates  
insinuates  
insists  
interprets  
introduces  
lists  
maintains  

mentions  
notes  
objects  
observes  
offers  
opposes  
points out  
proposes  
questions  
realizes  

reasons  
refutes  
rejects  
remarks  
replies  
reports  
responds  
reveals  
sees  
shows  

speculates  
states  
suggests  
supports  
supposes  
thinks  
uses  
utilizes  
verifies 
writes 

 


