
  
  

  
  

Writing a Literature Review  
Why write a literature review? A literature review plays a vital role in a paper because it sets the 
stage for your work by providing insight into current research on a topic and applied 
interventions. A literature review empowers you to provide context for your work and connect it 
with scholars in your field.   
 
To begin your literature review, imagine yourself entering scholarly conversations and consider 
what kinds of scholars might be interested in your work and what they would want to know. For 
instance, if you write about criminal justice reform, criminal justice and legal scholars might 
want to know what others have argued about the topic, the theories underlying your ideas, etc.   
 
In your literature review, you will organize, integrate, and evaluate previously published material 
on your topic by discussing the progress that these authors and researchers have made toward 
clarifying the problem and then signaling where your work may or may not align or where your 
work continues the research.  
 
According to Seventh Edition of the APA Manual, your literature review should (1) define and 
clarify the problem, (2) summarize previous research, (3) identify relations, contradictions, gaps, 
and inconsistencies in the literature, and (4) suggest the next steps in solving the problem. 

  
 



  
 
 

  
  



  
 
 

Please consult your APA Manual or contact the Writing Studio for further assistance.  
 


