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Keiser University Graduate Named 2017 Law Enforcement  
Officer of the Year 

Justin Ferrari honored by Florida Sheriff’s Association 
 

Daytona Beach, FL—July 2017— Keiser University graduate, Justin Ferrari, who earned his Bachelor’s 
degree in Criminal Justice was recently honored by the Florida Sheriff’s Association with the 2017 Law 
Enforcement of the Year award.  Having been with the Volusia County Sheriff’s office since 2015 this was 
an unexpected honor to be recognized by his peers in this way. 
 
“The significance of being recognized by the 67 Sheriffs throughout the state of Florida, for doing what 
needed to be done and what my fellow officers do daily, is an enormous honor,” shared Justin Ferrari, 
Deputy Sheriff with Volusia County Sheriff’s Office (VCSO) and graduate of Keiser University’s Criminal 
Justice program.  “With my mom having been a police officer, there was never a question I would choose 
law enforcement for a career and it has been what I have done since my first professional job at eighteen.” 
 
For Ferrari, who has been with the VCSO since 2015, his passion is being able to help people and make a 
true difference in the lives of those he encounters.  With his interest in the criminal justice field starting 
early, he was involved with the Police Explorers during high school, which is where he met Dr. Cassandra 
Renzi who became a mentor to him and helped him learn about avenues he could pursue to enhance his 
career. 
 
“I have known Justin since he was in the Police Explorer’s program and have worked with him throughout 
his career, even encouraging him to join the Volusia County Law Enforcement Program so he could earn 
his Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice.  This honor is very well deserved and I am so proud of him for all 
of his professional accomplishments,” stated Dr. Cassandra Renzi, Keiser University Statewide Department 
Chair of Criminal Justice. 
 
Keiser University turned out to be a logical choice for him as a working professional.  He was working the 
night shift at the police department and needed a college that he could adjust his work schedule around. He 
was able to take online classes to complete his Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice, which has helped him 
advance in his career. 
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In a recorded message, Sheriff Mike Chitwood of the Volusia County Sheriff’s Office shared thoughts on 
this award. “Deputy Justin Ferrari, congratulations on your well-deserved award. You represent what we all, 
in law enforcement, stand for: honor, integrity, service, and courage. Congratulations on your award. We 
expect many great things from you in the years to come.” 
 
About Keiser University: Keiser University, co-founded by Dr. Arthur Keiser, Chancellor in 1977, is a 
private, not-for-profit University serving nearly 20,000 students offering 100 degrees at the doctoral through 
associate level on 18 Florida campuses, online and internationally, employing 3,800 staff and faculty.  
 
Ranked #23 by US News & World Report in its 2017 Best Regional Colleges South category, Keiser 
University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to 
award certificates and degrees at the associate, baccalaureate, masters, specialist, and doctoral levels. 
Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-
679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Keiser University. 
 
For additional information regarding Keiser University, visit www.keiseruniversity.edu 
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Sheriff Demings, Orange Co. Sheriff’s Office and President of the Florida Sheriff’s Association, presenting Justin 

Ferrari his award as Governor Scott looks on. 
 

To view the Florida Sheriff’s Association video visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEy5RL556f4 
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